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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is the answer to the Amendment filed on January 15, 2003, which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-41 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-41 have been considered but are not 
persuasive. In the argument, applicant stated that, Semple does not disclose public 
communication network is separate from the exclusive line. Semple discloses the modified ATM 
machines in which the user can access to public communication network such as Internet, that is 
separate from the exclusive line (see column 4, lines 5-58 and figure 1), Semple' s system 
provides the user access to both normal ATM transactions and to the Internet. The user first 
connects to the bank (via well know exclusive line of the banking network), then the bank 
connects the user to the public communication network (Internet). Thus the public 
communication network is separate from the exclusive line of the banking network. Also, in 
figure 1, the bank 222 connects to the ATM machine and to the Internet via two separate lines. 
Moreover, it is well known in the art that when the user access to the Internet, he/she can access 
to electronic mail system provided by different Internet servers such as yahoo.com, hotmail.com, 
etc. ..to send or receive electronic mail message. Also, it is well known to indicate a site where 
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message is stored in message depository. For example, when the user estabhshes an E-mail 
account with yahoo.com, the user obtains an ID (e.g. micheal@yahoo.com), thus the ID shows 
that which web site the user having the E-mail account. Therefore, examiner decides to maintain 
the rejection based on Vajk (US 5,265,033) and Semple (US 6,085,177) references and made this 
action FINAL. 

4. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vajk et al, 
U.S. Patent No. 5,256,033 in view of Semple et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,085,177, 

Regarding to claim 1, Vajk discloses an automated financial transaction system 
comprising: 

a plurality of automated tellers machines (ATM), each of ATMs performing various 
transactions responsive to operations by customers, ATMs comprising a first ATM having a 
message inputs section to input a message fro a remittance destination during a remittance 
transaction (column 3, lines 50-60); and 

a management apparatus, communicably connected with each of ATMs via an exclusive 
line, managing the transactions performed by each ATM (column 4, lines 50-63); and 

a message depository, communicably connected with first ATM via a communications 
network, storing the message input by message input section of first ATM (column 16, line 30- 
column 17, line 5), 

said first ATM sending message to message depository via communications network for 
storage and also sending remittance information and depository information to said management 
apparatus via exclusive line for management purposes (column 6, lines 10-45). 

Regarding to claim 2, Vajk further discloses an information terminal communicably 
connected with said first ATM via said communications network such that said first ATM 
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notifies said information terminal of said depository information via communications network 
(column 6, lines 47-57). 

Regarding to claim 3, Vajk further discloses an information terminal communicably 
connected with said management apparatus via said communications network such that said 
management apparatus notifies said information terminal of said depository information via said 
communications network (column 6, lines 58-column 7, line 2). 

Regarding to claim 4, Vajk further discloses the notification of said depository 
information is recognized by a remittance-destination customer at said information terminal, said 
information terminal is responsive to a request of the remittance-destination customer to read 
from said message depository said message from a remittance source, based on said notified 
depository information, and to reproduce said message at said information terminal (column 6, 
lines 58-column 7, line 2). 

Regarding to claim 5, Vajk further discloses the notification of said depository 
information is recognized by a remittance-destination customer at said information terminal, said 
information terminal is responsive to a request of the remittance-destination customer to read 
from said message depository said message from a remittance source, based on said notified 
depository information, and to reproduce said message at said information terminal (column 6, 
lines 10-20). 

Regarding to claim 6, Vajk further discloses ATMs include a second ATM 
communicably connected with said message depository via said communications network and 
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having a message reproducing section for reproducing said message from the remittance source 
which message is stored in said message depository; and wherein when said message from the 
remittance source is recognized by the remittance-destination customer at second ATM, said 
second ATM reads from said message depository information obtained from said management 
apparatus, and reproduces said message on said message reproducing section. (column 6, lines 
10-45). 

Regarding to claim 7, Vajk further discloses ATMs including a second ATM, wherein 
when said message from the remittance source is recognized by the remittance-destination 
customer at said second ATM, said second ATM obtains from said managements apparatus said 
depository information of said message from the remittance source and prints said depository 
information on a passbook of the remittance-destination customer and notifies the remittance- 
destination customer of said depository information (column 9, line 5 5 -column 10, line 6). 

Regarding to claim 8, Vajk frirther discloses ATMs including a second ATM, wherein 
when said message from the remittance source is recognized by the remittance-destination 
customer at said second ATM, said second ATM obtains from said management apparatus said 
depository information and prints said depository information on a slip addressed to the 
remittance-destination customer and notifies the remittance-destination customer of said 
depository information (column 9, line 55-column 10, line 6). 

Regarding to claim 9, Vajk frirther discloses information terminal is communicably 
connected with said message depository of each said ATM via said communications network and 
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has a message reproducing function for reproducing said message from the remittance source 
which message is stored in said message depository, said information terminal being operable to 
read from said message depository said message from the remittance source, based on said 
notified depository information, and to reproduce the read message at said information terminal 
(column 13, line 49-column 14, line 20). 

Regarding to claim 10, Vajk further discloses information terminal is communicable 
connected with said message depository of each said ATM via said communications network and 
has a message reproducing function for reproducing said message from the remittance source 
which message in stored in said message depository, said information terminal being operable to 
read from said message, depository said message from the remittance source, based on said 
notified depository information, and to reproduce the read message at said information terminal 
(column 13, line 49-column 14, line 20). 

Regarding to claim 1 1, Vajk further discloses information terminal is communicable 
connected with said message depository of each said ATM via said communications network and 
has a message reproducing function for reproducing said message from the remittance source 
which message is stored in said message depository, said information terminal being operable to 
read from said message depository said message from the remittance source, based on said 
notified depository information, and to reproduce the read message at said information terminal 
(column 13, line 49-column 14, line 20). 
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Regarding to claim 12, Vajk further discloses information terminal is communicable 
connected with said message depository of each said ATM via said communications network and 
has a message reproducing function for reproducing said message from the remittance source 
which message is stored in said message depository, said information terminal being operable to 
read from said message depository said message from the remittance source, based on said 
notified depository information, and to reproduce the read message at said information terminal 
(column 13, line 49-column 14, line 20). 

Regarding to claim 13, Vajk further discloses information terminal is communicable 
connected with said management apparatus via said communications network and has a 
remittance transacting function and a message input function for inputting a message to the 
remittance destination during the remittance transaction; and wherein, when a message to the 
remittance destination is inputted by said message input function of said information terminal in 
response to a customer's operation, said information terminal sends said message to said message 
depository via said communications network for storage and also sends remittance information 
and depository information of said message to said management apparatus via said 
communications network for management by said management apparatus (columns 14-15). 

Regarding to claim 14, Vajk further discloses if the remittance transaction mail in said 
first ATM is for the remittance destination associated with another management apparatus which 
manages transactions in a unique communicating data format different from the electronic 
transaction format to be used by the first-named management apparatus, said first ATM sends 
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said remittance information and said depository information of said message to said first named 
management apparatus via said exclusive line, whereupon said first-named management 
apparatus sends said remittance information and said depository information to the second- 
named management apparatus (column 6, lines 10-45), 

Regarding to claim 15, Vajk further discloses ATMs include a third ATM which is to be 
managed by said second-named management apparatus and which is communicable connected 
with said message depository via said public communications network and which has a message 
reproducing section for reproducing said message from the remittance source which is stored in 
said message depository; and wherein when said message from the remittance source is 
recognized by the remittance-destination customer at said third ATM, said third ATM reads said 
message from the remittance source from message depository, based on said depository 
information obtained from said second-named management apparatus, for reproduction thereby 
(column 6, lines 10-20). 

Regarding to claims 16-17, Vajk further discloses message includes image data and voice 
data (column 10, lines 24-37 and column 7, lines 3-32). 

Regarding to claim 20, Vajk further discloses message depository is a message server 
connected to said communications network (column 16, line 30-column 17, line 5). 

Regarding to claims 1-20, Vajk does not disclose communication network is public 
communications network comprises Internet or Intranet (claims 18-19), that is separate from the 
exclusive line and the remittance information and depository information indicates a site where 
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message is stored in message depository. However, Semple discloses the modified ATM 
machines in which the user can access to public communication network such as Internet, that is 
separate from the exclusive line (see column 4, lines 5-58 and figure 1). Semple's system 
provides the user access to both normal ATM transactions and to the Internet. The user first 
connects to the bank (via well know exclusive line of the banking network), then the bank 
connects the user to the public communication network (Internet), Thus the public 
communication network is separate from the exclusive line of the banking network. Also, in 
figure 1 , the bank 222 connects to the ATM machine and to the Internet via two separate lines. 
Moreover, it is well known in the art that when the user access to the Internet, he/she can access 
to electronic mail system provided by different Intemet servers such as yahoo.com, hotmail.com, 
etc.. .to send or receive electronic mail message. Also, it is well known to indicate a site where 
message is stored in message depository. For example, when the user establishes an E-mail 
account with yahoo.com, the user obtains an ID (e.g. micheal@yahoo.com), thus the ID shows 
that which web site the user having the E-mail account. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Vajk's ATM 
machines to include Intemet access feature for the purpose of providing more convenient for the 
many users can access to the Intemet at ATM machine, not just at home, to perform many 
Intemet transaction such as using electronic mail message. 

Claims 21-40 have similar limitations found in claims 1-21 as discussed above, therefore 
are rejected by the same rationale. 
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Claim 41 is method claim that is parallel the limitations found in claim 1 as discussed 
above, therefore, is rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

1. Claims 1-41 are rejected. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nga B. Nguyen, whose telephone number is (703)306-2901. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough, can be reached on (703)308-0505. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-1 1 13. 

9. Any response to this action should be mail to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
c/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



or: 
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(703) 308-3961 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Seventh Floor (Receptionist). 



Nga B. Nguyen 
March 31, 2003 




